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of supplies prevented his remaining where he was,
and 25,000 Austrians were between him and Silesia, while
Daun lay ready to fall on his rear^as soon as he began to
retreat? „ With great intrepidity he abandoned Frederjck
all idea of getting straight back to Silesia, and raises the
concealing his movements with much adroit- iJTvadeT
^ess, turned ''his retreat into an advance, and Eohemin-
marched  into  Bohemia,  where he maintained himself
until the news of a Russian advance into Brandenburg
forced him to evacuate the country.    He then recrossed
the mountains, and with 14,000 picked men set
out for Frankfort on the Oder.    Arriving at against tShe
Frankfort after ten days of rapid marching, he Russians-
united his forces with the corps of Count Dohna, and
prepared for battle.   Fermor, hearing of his advent, drew
up his army in battle order at the neighbouring village of
Zorndorf.   He had rather more than 50,000 regular troops,
besides a large body of Cossack and Calmuck irregular
cavalry.    The Prussians were about 32,000 strong.
The battle of Zorndorf was the bloodiest in all the
war.     It lasted ten hours, and was- contested on both
sides with  savage  fury.    The  Russians had
been guilty of great and inexcusable barbari- Zorndorf,
ties   on   their  march through  Brandenburg, August25-
and the Prussian soldiers, many of whom were Branden-
burg men, were maddened by the tales of cruelty that'
were told them, and by the sight of smouldering villages
all round ; the king himself, usually so calm and passion-
less,, was exasperated into issuing the ruthless order that
no quarter was to be given.    The Russians were badly
handled, but they fought with dogged courage, suffering
themselves to be shot and  sabred down in their ranks
sooner than give way, and the day would probably have
been theirs but for the splendid behaviour of the Prussian
cavalry, led by the brilliant and dashing Seidlitz.    Late

